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NBC -TV, CHANNEL 4 LOS ANGELES 
JUNE 5, 1970 - 5:45 p.ra. 

(GODFREY IS SACS AND BOB ABERNATHY) 

ABERNATHY: Nov/, a 3 happened after the assassination of President 

John Kennedy, a question has been raised about whether all the 
evidence in the case has been made public. 

Theodore Charach, a free lance writer has filed suit alleging that 
the Los Angeles Police Department, and the District Attorney s office 
suppressed certain Information. Mr. Charach says witnesses who 
were in the Ambassador pantry at the time say they saw a security 
guard "drawing a gun - others say they saw a security guard firing 
his gun and that this information is not to be found in a book _ 
about the Kennedy case by Deputy Los Angeles Police Chief Robert 
Houghton, 

Representing Charach is Los Angeles Attorney Godfrey Issacs, who's 
been in the~news several times recently - he's the man who success- 
fully defended County Coroner Thomas Naguchi in personnel proceedings 
against him, he's now defending a, young doctor, John Sween who is 
testing California's abortion laws. 

Q - Mr. Issacs, is all this just a publicity stunt? 

A - No, quite the contrary. I'm more. concerned with the disadvant- 
ages of publicity as such. Me brought this action basically under 
the Brown act - Government Code, Section 54950 , which in essence 
provides that the people of this. state do not yield their sovereignty 
to the agencies which nerve them. The people in delegating authoritie 
do not give their public servants the right to decide v/hat is good 
for the people to know and what is not good for tnem to know, 
people insist on remaining informed so that they may ret.alncon.trol 
over the Instruments they have created. This is the actual . 

legislative enactment of the state of California that webbought th 
action under. 

Q- And you're saying that the LAPD and the District Attorniesoff ice 
do not tell the people all the facts, is that what you re alleging? 

A - In essence, this suit that was filed yesterday is cased entirely 
on the investigation of Theodore Charach. His investigation, w^h 
he presented to me and requested that I represent him raises certain 
questions. My feeling is that these questions should be answered - 
the people have a right to know. 

0 - Of course, the timing, the timing of this makes some people 
suspicious, ooming as it does, almost exactly on the second-- yester 
day, almost exactly on the second anniverslty to the day of tne 

A^Yes," probably the timing could have been better. Interestingly 
enough, the first year there was a news blackout. Mr. Charach did 
consult mo several months ago and I looked into the case and looked 
into the matters, the tapes, the records, the affidavits Strangly 
enough we delayed it because we didn't want people to feel <Xere 
was political involvement until after the primary election and that 
bow it happened, the primary was Tuesday, we wanted to wait unoil 
after that and Mr. Charach felt, otherwise, it mlgho seem as if it 
was political. 
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Q - Why would it seem political? 

A - Well, coming at the primary election in the heat of the 
political delate is what I think he has in mind. 

Q - Is your client writing a book - vn?iting anything about this? 

A - No, to my knowledge he is not, has not and is not writing a 
book. Uh, nor is he writing for publication particularly. He's 
got into this, he's a free lance movie man, he was at the 
Ambassador, be was a witness to part of the things that happened. 

He became interested in it, he has done a two year extensive 
investigation. 

Q - Briefly, what does your client, Mr. Charach allege really 
happened? 

A - Well, it isn't so much what really happened as much as not 
happened that concerns us. He has pointed out, and he has tapes, 
he has statements, he has other evidence - that some of the positions 
where Senator Kennedy had to be shot - there was a shot that entered 
behind his right ear from right to left, from back to front, from^ 
down to up - we understand that the autopsy report says that that s 
the shot that killed Senator Kennedy. 

Q - I thought it was from up down. . . 

A - No, from down up... 

Q, - Sirhan was above him wasn't he? 

A - That's the dellmma we're in. How does a man who is in front 
and above shoot from the back and below? That's what concerns 
Mr. Charach, in presenting this question to me, it really was 
what caught my interest. I would say to explain the lawsuit, what 
we are really asking for is answers. Neither Mr. Charach or I are 
trying to substitute our judgement for the police department. We 
could not and would not do it, but v. f e reserve the right to ask 
questions . 

Q - Well, Sirhan was firing, there was no question about that? 

A - Oh, no question about that. 

Q, - Sirhan wa3 firing in order to try to kill Senator Kennedy? 

A - I would think so, right. 

Q - If he didn't kill him, who did? 

A - Well , we, to say who did, would be doing what the police 
department did. In his book. Deputy Chief Houghton states that 
the police department started with the idea that they were having 
a problem of who killed Senator Kennedy, but why. Now they started 
with a preconceived idea and built, in my opinion, the investigation 
around it. While Mr. Charach had the feeling, never- the-less, h 
what he f B asking is the question and basically, not to do the 
investigation himself but for the police to disclose what they 
learned about it. 
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Q - Well, but you must have some theory, some idea of what might 
have happened. What la It that you allege? 

A - Well, what we've alleged in the action is not who shot Senator 
Kennedy, but we have alleged certain facts in the action. We've 
alleged that there were witnesses there who saw a security guard 
firing. This was Don Schulman, himself a television news man who 
was there at the tine and gave an interview right after, the 
happening two years ago. We*ve alleged that Mr. Carl Uecker, the 
assistant maitre de at the Ambassador Hotel at that time, after 
the second shot, grabbed Mr. Sirhan and wrestled him down to a 
steam table and then Mr. Sirhan kept firing but was firing 
wildly. Mr. Uecker also confirmed that the security guard with gun 
drawn. I understand that there are many newsmen who saw the 
security guard, at least a security guard with a gun drawn, and 
yet, this information has not been given, in our opinion, to the 
people of tho state of California. 

Q - Is it your feeling that the security guard was the one that 
killed Senator Kennedy? 

A - I do not know, nor do I feel qualified to do so, but I have 
alleged that there were in the action - that there was a security 
guard behind Senator Kennedy with gun drawn. 

Q, - Why do you think this Information, if true, is not made public? 
A - I don't know. I will give you an example. Don Schulman, who's 
interview was on television through out the country and reported all 
through the press. In his book, Deputy Chief Houghton said that he 
made 4,81 8 separate interviews, and yet when Mr. Charach questioned 
Mr. Schulman and have you been questioned by the Los Angeles Police 
Department, he Bald no. This is very difficult to understand. 

- t Mr. Issacs, our thanks to you. 

(END) 
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